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A Major Milestone Achieved in the Recovery of Federally-Endangered

Sierra Nevada Bighorn Sheep at Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks

SEQUOIA AND KINGS CANYON NATIONAL PARKS, THREE RIVERS, CALIFORNIA— Sierra Nevada bighorn
sheep (Ovis canadensis sierrae) are now occupying the Great Western Divide for the first time in over
100 years due to recent efforts by state and federal agencies. Between March 19-22, a total of 10 ewes
(females) and 4 rams (males) were translocated from land in the Inyo National Forest to the Big Arroyo area
of Sequoia National Park by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), in cooperation with the
National Park Service (Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks), U.S. Forest Service (Inyo National Forest),
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

This major milestone in the recovery of this endangered species was conducted through helicopter-supported
capture of bighorn sheep in wilderness areas of the Inyo National Forest. CDFW staff and volunteers, including
veterinarians and biologists, as well as several staff from other agencies, were present to assess each animal's
health and ensure their safety throughout the entire process. Each animal was fitted with a radio collar and a

GPS collar in order to track movements and survival.
Superintendent Woody Smeck of Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks said, “This project would not have

been possible without the leadership of the California Department of Fish and Wildlife and strong interagency

cooperation with our partners, the U.S. Forest Service, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.”

- continued on page 2 -

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.


ftp://ftp.dfg.ca.gov/oceo

- continued from page 1 -

This work was part of ongoing efforts to monitor the status of other radio-collared bighorn sheep that use the
parks, to study bighorn sheep habitat use, and to evaluate the impacts of wilderness recreational activities on
the sheep and their habitat. Following this recent effort, there are now 11 herds of Sierra Nevada bighorn sheep
between Owens Lake and Mono Lake, including areas outside of Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks.
Two additional herds are needed to meet recovery goals: (1) Taboose Creek, which overlaps the eastern
boundary of Kings Canyon National Park, and (2) Laurel Creek, which is almost completely within

Sequoia National Park.

In general, CDFW conducts ground surveys annually to determine the population size of Sierra bighorn and

recent estimates place that number in excess of 500 animals.

Background:

A Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for this project was signed by the NPS Regional Director
Christine S. Lenhertz on August 8, 2011. The FONSI, EA, Errata, and wilderness minimum requirement
analysis constitutes the record of the environmental impact analysis and decision-making process for
this project.

For decision documents for this project, visit the NPS Planning, Environment and Public Comment (PEPC)
website: http://parkplanning.nps.qov/SEKISHEEP.
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